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As regards the general style of testimonials, meaning par.
ticularly that extreme warmth of eulogium for which these
documents are for the most part remarkable, it is perhaps
in the case of aspirants for literary situations that we find
it in its greatest intensity. It is in these cases we make
the astounding discovery that the amount of literary talent
known is really nothing to that which is unknown; that
in fact the brightest of those geniuses who are basking
in the sunshine of popular favour, and reaping fame and
fortune from a world's applause, is a mere rushlight compared
to hundreds whom an adverse fate has doomed to obscurity,
of whose merits the same untowarddestiny has kept the world
in utter ignorance. As proof of this. we submit to the reader
the testimonials of a couple of candidates for the editorship of
a certain provincialpaper, with which, along with'two or three
others, we had a proprietary connexion. There were in all one
hundred and twenty applicants, and each had somewhere about
a score of different testimonials, bearing witness to the brilliancy of his talents and the immaculateness of his character.
We, the proprietors, had thus, as the reader will readily believe, a pretty job of it. One hundred and twenty candidates,
with each, taking an average, 20 letters of recommendation;
20 times 120-2,400 letters to read!
In the present case we confine ourselves merely to one or
two of the most remarkable, although we cannot say that the
difference between any of them was very material. They
as regarded
were all in nearly one strain of unqualified,
The testimonials
their subjects, no doubt deserved laudation. and,
were for the most part addressed to the applicants themselves,
as in the following-case
" Dear Sir-..In reply.to your letter statingthat you meant
to apply for the editorship of aiprovincial paperr and requesting my testimony to your competency for such an appointment, I have sincere pleasur; in saying that you possess, in
an eminent degree, every qualification for it. Your style of
writing is singularly elegant, combining energy with ease,
and copiousness with concentration; nor is the delicacy and
correctness of your taste less remarkable than the force and
beauty of your. language. But your literary achievements,
my dear sir-achievements which, although they have not yet,
will certainly one day raise you to eminence-bear much
stronger testimony to your merits than any thing I can
pos
sibly say in your behalf ;and to these I would refer all who
are interested in ascertaining what your attainments are. As
an editor of a paper, you would be invaluable; and I assure
you, they will not be little to be envied who shall be so fortunate as to secure the aid of your able services,'"&c. &c. &c.
Well, this was one of the very first testimonials we happened to open, and we thought we had found our man at the
very outset, that it would be unnecessary to go farther, and
we congratulated ourselves accordingly. We were delighted
with our luck in having thus stumbled on such a genius at
the first move. It is true, we did not know exactly what to
make of the reference to the candidate'sliterary achievements,
what they were, or where to look for them; for neither of these
achievements,nor of the candidate himself, had we ever heard
before; but as the writer of the letter was not unknown to
us, we took it for granted that all was right.
What, however, was our surprise, what our perplexity,
when, on proceeding to the testimonials of the next candidate,
we found that he was a gentleman of still more splendid talents than the first; that, in short, the light of the latter's
genius, comparedto that of the former's, was but as the light
of a lucifer match to the blaze of Mount Etna.
" Gentlemen." said the first testimonial of this person's we
took up (we, the proprietors, being addressed in this case),
" Gentlemen, having learnt.that you are on the look-out for
an editor for your paper, and learning from Mr Josephus
Julius Augustus Biridgeworth that he intends becoming a

you, as much for your own sakes as for that of my illustrious
young friend Mr Bridgeworth, not to let slip this opportunity
-one that may never occur
the services of
a-ain-of ofsecuring
one of the most talented gentlemen
the day; one who, I
feel well assured, will one day prove not only an honour to his
country, but an ornament to the age in which he lives. With
regard to Mr B.'s moral character, I have only to say that it
is every thing that is upright and honourable ; that he is, in
truth, not more distinguished for the qualities of his head
than of his heart."
We have already said that the ciiamstance of finding in
the bug essayist a greater genius than in the candidate who
preceded him, most grievously perplexed us. It did. But
what wag this perplexity compared with that by which we
were confounded, when, on proceeding to look over the testi.
monials of the other candidates, we found that the merits of
every new one we came to surpassed those of him who had
gone before, and this so invariably, that it became evident
that we had drawn around us all the talent and character of
the country ; that in faet all the talent and character of the
country was striving for the editorship of our paper.
Thus placed as it were in the midst of a perfect galaxy of
genius, thus surroundedby the best'and brightest men of the
age, we had, as will readily be believed, great difileulty in

makinga choice. A choice,however,'wedidat lengthmae ;
fixingon the brightestof the brillianthost by whichwe were
mobbed.NeedItell the result? NeedIsay that thisluminary
turnedout, after all, but a farthingcandleI--a very ordinary
sort of person. He did, indeed,well enough,but not better
thana thousandotherscould
have done
while on this subjectof testimonialslet us add that we

hadonce,with'one
&tr
of ootl40sthei"te alOa
ment a

pmt-

was the
to situatih
iast, indTfr4ikAth iity
chief requisite. We had in this, as in the former case, an immense numberof applicants, and, as ia the former case, eachof
these produced the most satisfactory testimonials. We chose
the most immaculate of these honest zen-we appointed him.
In three weeks after, he decampedwith 500 of his employer's

cashI

C.

-Friendship derives all its beauty and
FaIENDSHIP.strength from the qualities of the heart, or from a virtuous
or lovely disposition; or should these be wanting, some shadow of them must be present; it can never dwell long in a
bad heart or mean disposition. It is a passion limited to the
nobler part of the species, for it can never co-exist with vice
or dissimulation. Without virtue, or the: supposition of it,
friendship is only a mercenary league, or a tie of interest,
which must of course dissolve when that interest decays, or
subsists no longer. It is a compositionof the noblest passions
of the mind. A just taste and love of virtue, good sense, a
thorough candour and benignity of heart, and a generous
sympathy of sentiment and affections, are the essential ingredients of this nobler passion. When it originates from love,
and esteem is strengthened by habit, and mellowed by time,
it yields infinite pleasure, ever new and ever growing. It is
the best support amongst the numeroustrials and vicissitudes
of life, and gives a relish to most of our engagements. What
can be imagined more comfortable than to have a friend to
console us in afflictions, to advise with in doubtful cases, and
share our felicity ? What firmer anchor is there for the mind,
tossed like a vessel on the tumultuous waves of contingencies,
than this? It exalts our nobler passions, and weakens our
evil inclinations; it assists us to run the race of virtue with a
steady and undeviating course. From loving, esteeming, and
endeavouring to felicitate particular people, a more general
passion will arise for the whole of mankind. Confined to the
of a few, we look upon them as the representatives of
candidate for that appointment, I at his request most cheer- society
the
many,
and from friendship learn to cultivate philanthropy.
fully bear testimnony to his competency, I might say pro-emi.Sir 11. Davy.
nent fitness, for the situation in question. Mr Bridgeworth
HUmr
is a young man of the highest literary attainments; indeed, I
-Tv.-An
humble man is like a good tree ; the more
should not be going too far were I to say that I know of no full of fruit the branches are, the lower they bend themselves.
writer, ancient or modern, who at all approaches him in force
No dust affects the eyes so much as gold dust.
of
and
of style, or who
beauty
surpasses hilm in originality
thought and brilliancy of imagination: qualities which he has
beautifully and strikingly exhibited in his inimitable Essay on
Bugs, which obtained for him the gold prize-medal of the
Royal Society of Entomologists,
and admission to that
Society as an honorary member, with the right of assuming
the title of F, . S. In fine, gentlemen, I would entreat of
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